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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment received on 05/09/2007. 

2. The objection to specification is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment. 

3. The objection to claim 7 is withdrawn in view of Applicant's cancelled the claim. 

4. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. §101 to claims 1-7 is withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's cancelled the claim. 

5. The rejection under double patenting rejection to claims 1-7 is withdrawn in view 
of Applicant's cancelled the claims 1 -7. 

6. Claims cancelled by the Applicant: 1-7. 

7. New Claims added by the Applicant: 8-16. 

8. Claims pending in the application: 8-16. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 05/09/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to double patenting rejection, Applicant's representative has filed a 
temninal disclaimer. However, the teminal disclaimer is not approved due to the 
attorney is not of the record. The representative needs to file the power of attorney to 
make the attorney (PLUNKETT, THOMAS, 57,253) of the record. (See § 1.32). 

In the remarks, the applicant has argued that: 

Raventos d[discloses enabling a transaction-based service utilizing non- 
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transactional resources. Wfiile Raventos discusses transaction processing, tine 
XA protocol, and resource managers, Raventos does not discuss the problem 
that the current patent application was attempting to fix, nor does Raventos 
disclose the invention described in the claims. 

Examiner's response: 

In response to applicants argument, Raventos does disclose the cited limitations 
as described below in the rejection. Further, Examiner is not clear that applicants 
referring to what limitations by stating that Raventos does not discuss the problem that 
the current patent application was attempting to fix, nor does Raventos disclose the 
invention described in the claims. Applicants makes general allegations and does not 
point out any errors in the rejection. Therefore, Raventos disclose the cited limitations 
for the newly cited claims and maintained herein. 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 



Application/Control Number: 10/789,010 
Art Unit: 2191 



Page 4 



the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Publication No. 2002/0194244 to Raventos (hereinafter, Raventos). 

Per claim 8: 

Raventos discloses: 

8. (New): A method, comprising: 

communicating with a resource manager from an application using an Application 
Programming Interface (API), wherein the API utilizes a logical connection to the 
resource manager (paragraph [0007] "communicatively coupled to a resource manager, and 
such plugin component may define various services (or tasks or "functions") that may be 
performed on a non-transactlonal resource"); 

controlling transaction demarcation using the Java™ Transaction API (JTA) (paragraph 
[0048] "plugin 325 Is an object (e.g., a Java object), which may enable sen/ices to be invoked 
via interface 336 in any of various different languages or scripts"): 
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communicating with the resource manager from a first transaction manager during two 
phase commit processing using an XAResource interface (paragraph [0008] "a Resource 
Manager is disclosed, which acts as a proxy implementing a transactional protocol (e.g., the 
X/Open XA protocol) in order to allow non-transactional resources (e.g., applications and/or 
devices) to be included within a transactional operation"); 

enlisting a resource, wherein the first transaction manager associates a unique 
transaction identifier with work that is performed on a resource by invoking 
XAResource.startQ (paragraph [0058] "block 802. "xa_start" command is executed to create 
an XI D object that is associated with this particular thread of control") on the resource and 
subsequent application updates to the resource are associated with a global transaction 
(paragraph [0009] "Once the services are enlisted to be part of a transaction, the Resource 
Manager takes care of interfacing the bus' Transaction Manager in the sequence of events 
defined by a transaction protocol (e.g., the XA protocol), and to appropriately invoke the proper 
plugins to execute the service, validate it, undo it, or check for complete rollback of the 
service"); 

delisting a resource, wherein the first transaction manager invokes 
XAResource.endO on the resource (paragraph [0058] "block 804. "xa_end" command is 
executed, wherein all tasks are stored in the task repository for the XID object" and paragraph 
[0009] "Resource Manager takes care of interfacing the bus' Transaction Manager in the 
sequence of events defined by a transaction protocol (e.g., the XA protocol), and to 
appropriately invoke the proper plugins to execute the service") and future application 
updates on the source over the logical connection are disassociated from the global 
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transaction (paragraph [0053] "the procedure shown in FIG. 6 to update the available 
services on the bulletin board of the EAI bus"); and 

blocking a second transaction manager from calling XAResource.startQ (paragraph 
[0058] "block 802, "xa_start" command is executed to create an XID object that is associated 
with this particular thread of control") on the resource until the first transaction manager 
has called XAResource.end() on the resource (paragraph [0058] "block 804, "xa_end" 
command is executed, wherein all tasks are stored in the task repository for the XID object" and 
paragraph [0050] "Resource Manager 405 may include plugin manager 409, which may, 
for example, provide such services as locking for the plugins and mapping of services 
(or tasks) to particular plugins"). 

Per claim 9: 

The rejection of claim 8 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 

9. (New): The method of claim 8, wherein the application communicates to the resource 
managing using JDBC™ or JMS (paragraph [0034] "Enterprise Application Integration 
(EAI) bus, or application server (e.g.. BEA clink or any Enterprise JavaBeans (EJB) 
application server)"). 

Per claim 10: 

The rejection of claim 8 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 

10. (New): The method of claim 8, wherein the first transaction manager and the second 
transaction manager are multiples threads of the same transaction manager (paragraph 
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[0058] "Resource Manager 405 may be implemented with the ability to serve multiple 
transaction requests concurrently, which may each be represented by a different XID object"). 

Per claim 11: 

The rejection of claim 8 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 

1 1 . (New): The method of claim 8. wherein each XAResource instance is wrapped in an 
object that a transaction manager will use to synchronize concurrent enlistment 
requests (paragraph [0050] "Plugin manager 409 may also map (synchronize) services (or 
tasks) to particular plugins"). 

Per claim 12: 

The rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 

12. (New): The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the transaction manager maintains a 
collection of these wrapper objects which is consulted on each resource enlistment 
(paragraph [0009] "Once the sen/ices are enlisted to be part of a transaction, the Resource 
Manager takes care of interfacing the bus' Transaction Manager in the sequence of events 
defined by a transaction protocol (e.g., the XA protocol), and to appropriately invoke the proper 
plugins to execute the service, validate it, undo it, or check for complete rollback of the 
service"). 

Per claim 13: 

The rejection of claim 12 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 
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13. (New): The method of claim 12, wherein each request to enlist the resource will first 
check to see if there is a lock being held on the resource by another thread of control 
(paragraph [0050] "Resource Manager 405 may include plugin manager 409, which may, for 
example, provide such services as locking for the plugins and mapping of services (or tasks) to 
particular plugins"). 

Per claim 14: 

The rejection of claim 13 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 
14 (New): The method of claim 13, wherein if a resource is not yet locked a lock is 
granted to an accessor and held until the owner of the transaction ID delists the 
resource (paragraph [0050] "The plugin manager may provide locking services to enable 
such different plugins to be shared in that one or more resources associated with each plugin 
may be effectively locked until the transaction is complete"). 

Per claim 15: 

The rejection of claim 14 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 
15. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein waiting threads are signaled when a lock is 
freed and one of the waiting threads will he granted the lock and allowed to proceed 
with its enlistment (paragraph [0064] "a transaction requires use of two different plugins to 
perform services (or tasks), lock manager 908 may provide locking services to enable such 
different plugins to be shared in that one or more resources associated with each plugin may be 
effectively locked until the transaction is complete"). 
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Per claim 16: 

The rejection of claim 15 is incorporated and further, Raventos discloses: 
16. (New): The method of clam 15, wherein a collection of wrapped XAResource 
objects is periodically garbage collected to clear stale and unused entries (paragraph 
[0065] "if a non-transactional resource is performing a task that may be easily undone (or rolled 
back), then the Resource Manager may follow the Online Mode of operation for such 
resource"). 



Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Satish S. Rampuria whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-3732. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Monday to Friday except every other Friday and federal holidays. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wei Y. Zhen can be reached on (571) 272-3708. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 

only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 

Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Satish S. Rampuria 

Patent Examiner/Software Engineer 
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